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New Theory: How Advertisers Get Inside Your
Head

By Jeanna Bryner, Senior Writer
posted: 17 December 2008 08:23 am ET

0 Comments | 3 Recommend
Even with the recession, people are doing their holiday shopping and ads are playing a big role in
steering them toward one product versus another.

A new theory suggests how the ads can work on our unconscious mind to spur purchases.

Scientists have long known that when we see a product repeatedly, our initial response is to want
that object, and then after lots of visual exposure to the object, through advertisements or other
means, our preference for it dwindles.

Now cognitive scientist Mark Changizi of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York thinks he
knows why this phenomenon occurs. The bottom line is we're rational creatures, at least in this
case. And the unconscious mind is constantly weighing the cost of attaining an item against that
object's value or benefit.

His theory is detailed in a recent issue of the journal Perception.

Changizi gives an example of how the process worked in our earlier evolutionary minds: Say you
saw a "shiny object" flit by in the forest. Your preference for that object should increase, because
the fact that you saw it means you might be able to grab it. But if you were to notice thousands of
these shiny objects just lying around, your desire for it would plummet. The thinking goes, with so
many lying around, the object must not be too valuable or else others would have hoarded the
objects for themselves.

All this cost-benefit analysis happens unconsciously. And advertisers can cash in on this animalistic
tendency of ours: By flashing ads of a product, advertisers can make our minds think that product is
easy to get, and thus worth the effort of trying to get it.

Changizi's theory also explains why advertisements that don't reach our conscious brain work best.
Basically, our conscious mind and its conscious judgments can butt in and override any unconscious,
and more animalistic, programs.

"When you consciously see [the object], then the judgment about how easy it is to get is both on
the basis of this guttural animalistic thing but also on your conscious judgments," Changizi told
LiveScience.

For example, advertising that takes the form of apparel branded with companies' names, and
products strategically placed in movies and television shows, often goes unnoticed by consumers,
capitalizing on our brain's cost-benefit mechanisms.

e The Truth About Shopaholics

e 10 Things You Didn't Know About You

e Top 10 Mysteries of the Mind

Comments (0)

You must be logged in to leave a comment: Log In | Register

Air Max LT21 Football Shoe - $90

FREE SHIPPING
GIVENIKE

ShopNikeStore »

Like this article? Show your support.

b/ rahoo! Buzz . B
Click here to buzz it up on Yahoo!

Related Items from the LiveScience Store

More Stores to Explore MORION G, o Store

Starmy Night

Go to Store

Most Popular

Recommended Commented

. President Bush: Creation and Evolution Not Incompatible
. Is Einstein the Last Great Genius?

Men Are Red-Faced, Women Greenish

. Teen Self-Esteem May Be Too High

aoA W N R

. Threat of Punishment Works, Study Suggests

Community

From Our Blogs

From Our Blogs plogs

10.10.08 | by Leonard David

Lunar Lander Challenge Back On

The on/off switch for the Northrop Grumman Lunar Lander Challenge is
now in the "on" position. It now will be held at the Las Cruces ...

10.09.08 | by Leonard David

NASA's Mars Science Laboratory: Blastoff in 2009...or Slip City?
Tomorrow, a NASA decision may be forthcoming on the cost-overrun
and highly complex Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) mission. Will a
decision be made to ...

09.20.08 | by Leonard David

Lunar Lander Challenge - Problems Curtail October Competition
The space grapevine was a buzz late last week - looks like the Northrop
Grumman Lunar Lander Challenge at Holloman Air Force Base in New
Mexico will ...

12/17/2008 12:07 PM




New Theory: How Advertisers Get Inside Your Head | LiveScience http://www livescience.com/culture/081217-why-we-buy.html

View: Oldest First | Newest First ~Environment View all

Environmentally Friendly New Jet Planned
The 'easylet ecoJet' would emit 50 percent less
CO2 than today's newest ...

Scientists Get Closer to
Center of the Earth

A new technique pinpoints
Earth's center of ...

Register

Scorching Summers in Store
for Mediterranean

Summers in Mediterranean could
become ...

Animals View all
Submit Comment Young Lizards Dressed For Success
Mother side-blotched lizards know best when it

P . . - . ’ L comes to color patterns in ...
User Comment Guidelines: Posting of comments requires membership in the Imaginova Community, which is

subject to our Terms of Service. Imaginova reserves the right to remove, without notice, any comment for any
reason whatsoever. Mysterious Bee Deaths Linked to
Pesticides

Scientists seeing if chemicals are

responsible for honeybee ...

Huge Bird-Like Dinosaur Discovered
Scientists unearthed a gigantic bird-like dinosaur
that weighed as much as ...

Technology View all

Model Predicts Mob Behavior
Prototype models how people behave in
emergencies and crowd ...

[ Cheap Lamps Made with Aluminum Foil
| Our lives may soon be lit by skinny panels
made of aluminum ...

Spam King Gone, Spam Rolls
on

The arrest of a spam kingpin
does little to deter ...

3Ex‘_‘|;l‘ re Adventure Travel Expe: nture LiVE SCIENCE. Marketplace Links

SELECT A REGION OR USE THIS FORM Meet the HP ProLiant DL385 G5
- —— The HP ProLiant DL385 G5 server helps reduce resources
-
‘57; ope & Russia . and lets you manage systems-or collaborate-remotely
i Region:
The World Science. Technology. Sustainability.

CLICK Visit the new Innovation Channel on LiveScience.com.

ON MAP

FOR TRIPS » Country: One-stop destination for the lowest domestic

All Countries airfares
o . . ) |
ctivity: Search all airlines, including Southwest now!

I:antraIEmD‘h-.

South America

All Activities Get a free brochure
R Go exploring with the best ice team on earth. Polar bears or
- . Submit penguins? Choose now! expeditions.com/ice

A Antareliea oo mmmaneen HP

The HP portfolio of server solutions helps you push the
envelope-without pushing your budget to the brink. ProLiant
technology, affordably priced.

LiveScience Store
Find everything from weird science to cool gadgets!

Don't toss it, Recycle it!
Find local recycling centers now

Feel Strongly About Energy Options?
Speak your mind about technologies and innovations in our
forums.

BP
There’s energy security in energy diversity.

Facing a Dilemma? Let Geek Logik help.
Use Algebra to inform your decisions

HP
Protect and store your business's critical data with HP
All-in-One and Disk-Based backup systems

Space / Animals / Health / Envir / Technology / Culture / History / Strange News / Videos / Trivia & Quizzes / Image Galleries / Community / Store
IMAGINOVA,
Coomen =5 nvatitn o
Scmnce, —ME. Ayjgkion. NEWSEram)g SEACEREWS StamyNight emomuonr

Site Map | About Us | Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Terms and Conditions | Advertise with Us | DMCA/Copyright
© Imaginova Corp. All rights reserved.

2 of 2 12/17/2008 12:07 PM



	prpreference_livescience_front.pdf
	prpreference_livescience_text.pdf

